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Podhurst Orseck Secures $10.6M Settlement in
Cycling Accident

Celia Ampel, Daily Business Review

When noted scientist and financial analyst ||| | GzNG ves
hit by a car during an August bicycle ride in Boca Raton, Podhurst
Orseck attorneys promised his wife they would do their best to
get the case behind them by the holidays.

It was a tall order. Because |JJJij was incapacitated, the
attorneys could not access his medical records until a probate
judge appointed his wife as his guardian. And with his recovery in
the very early stages, it was hard to establish the amount of his
future medical costs and lost earnings.

But Podhurst Orseck partner Ricardo Martinez-Cid and associate
Lea Valdivia pulled it off, obtaining a nearly $10.6 million presuit
settlement on Dec. 22 from insurance companies for the driver

and QU

The Miami attorneys were inspired in their work by the life stories
of (R and his wife, (D who met their first week of
college in the 1970s.

"It's a really neat love story," Martinez-Cid said. "He goes on to
get his Ph.D. in physics at Harvard while she gets her Ph.D. in
chemistry at MIT. They're both just brilliant folks."

I had been working in GEEEEEEE o a physicist, but as

the political situation worsened, he decided he did not want to
work with the government and started writing about financial
issues. The couple moved to South Florida in 2010.

At the time of his injuries, he was preparing to join a( D
investment firm he had worked for as a consultant,
Martinez-Cid said. The [l were on a bike ride together in

VERDICTS & SETTLEMENTS dbr

AT satptariveiarvicw.ion

v

PRODUCTS
LIABILITY

ALACHUA CRCUET COURT

Smoker’s Family Awarded
$19M in Tebacco Swit
Ajury spped R, Repnoids
Tatiacco o and Phvlip Mot USA
e, -l’-‘iiﬂ"vii’l‘wﬂﬁi

Dt M_Facy 3 mnahatiog peo-
Tonie ot the Lnnbersily of Flecica,
smobod husaly sioes age 11 and
B of Pt SHBNTive pud-
m.ym.nm‘m,-.
fonired T ¢ tempaniet bic ured
Informaxion on P dasgers of
cigarmes. AL Aeyrolds was foend
S8 et nagdisiet, ey Mo
25 pescare aned Easiey 1S sewant
Farlexl evate roconae comeens
Uy damaget of 120 ailon.
Each company wan dse i wit
punive uwwswwalm.
The award wis.

Fariey’s (Wnn r-qu-u
Case: Extane of Fariey »
Peynokés Tebwoce

Caie b 1-3914-CA2018
Plalmtitt Bin s
VL Offics oAb & Kall

Podmoy W Smith, Avvea § S,
Gainewile

Dutense attormeys: Fari L. Amoks,

Amnchd & Porter, New vark; Kanheyn

S Litusman, Yabeesit Lipprt and

Vi Ry Porsns Kirg & Spadcing,
=

MARITIME

LS. DISTRICT COURT, WEST
PALM BEACH

Jury Sides With Crulse
Operater in Cabin Fall

A Crand Cabotrasion ool
BT —
Tl i Cabiin B e, & iy
found,

Fifwand Gotas, mhea's prially
-

dmaties
o, arwd Faw i Beach-Dused
Couris Oper anae c. Yadd 10 gre-

W bt & i sk
b catee,

Dufcte coutiaad arsuind Cae e
e’ rever v 4 handicap-acoe i
Lo caben b ‘uwhm(
T

forse attorneys: st S
Covotinr nd Al Kichad Kelley,
Fewtet W/t Susnaet, Ml

Podhurst Orseck Secures $10.6M Settlement in Cycling Accident

Lo P Vi

TR, MY 4, 2017

gy e et rartiest or v wie.

Loy Colia Amped

m........x.,-.-.u.aw
Wyt Mg Mk ehi s 1t By & it Bl
|-guu¢-xh«-hnlu- 1 Roes Ruon,
Poluit Orseck allirowys

12 s tall . Besane Oetinso wis

Jale wqpesaid o
Nl W dis swkery i The Sary narly
g was Joen] Ur cxtalidak the anrmied
b Ftisow pareond (ot asad Wt snoTimng.

Bk Poxecrstl Oranch partons Facanie
Martiowe <3¢ s wociss Lo VukSivie

B ofl, abtaising & tearly S04 ma-

s govsasl suthmsnt un Dee. 12 Sus
Imsenece ounpase fe S driver and
e Ovmavios.

Thus Mustal allerzays wore iagsred
hais ik by The b st of ONGatin
wh b \m-l-y-m-um
o o gt 19

“Wne sy ol ke ..r\ Muctimes-  Fadblen

ol saded, “Hho oes 00 %0 gt Bis PRDL I

Caser 1 e Gsamdianinle of Megust

Oassa

Gt o S03616.GA 455 050
onad iyury

attormey: Adum Mg,
Wicher Senkch O™asa McCoy & Fosd
st Pab e

Settlement amount: §30.5 milien

puies st Sleeverd whih she g et
'R in chwssistry at MIT, They're buth

o il s

Ok boart Dowes wear g s oo s
D e T o e peem———
werveryed, b duciihed b did l el
ok ..Au. ozt and saried
2 boseas. The cxcyin
—H&MNBMBMIIL
Al e B dhl-nﬂn-gh\\nu-
g 8 Joins & Veserielis bvestzwst

. ﬁ-hh-lmmil«u-um

S tini il ik, Thar (MeLiwl w s o)
@ ke v Wgpethoer 8 B b bt
Sy lcwsaees 16-ymapl iriver crivsand

e Do ik Lt it it Mgl Oty o,

Sunih 500 pronibers bwesisns D was sl 91

The fusriy Lt $10.3 rsfiens 1 st e
wr st oo v Wi siach o pokesaly
Rargs e, Marsinea-5d siu, he. woilsh
Tl WA N et & o ot
Sty bes case biry prvatiog iefcerna.
o) %0 Thw e BAE Decasame Tl A

o il v
b wnmhh‘m i 5o bl the
rtver's Sty s Srmyuer and drsceanay eves-
Ptz wih e dor diigyace.
Wi et ot @ s conerenies w it bie
iy . Mol
b e et 5 et e Wi
b barsinvons partins We ool s of
ot s e b sseviond vzt and
o0 3o o Bua, Bar vt eurds, ke
— Thuerv s e lieckidy ctretigh Secsmen-
mnuuwasumuuw-

Yy ———
Mlrthonse el il Thary sl st pesniche

b Qe even Sragh o wille was sellog oI

e timnlion] dhaimaatue (mcvssnsey 508 D,

o chaeing aa Sous S e infurd cy-
ll Sely et
Mitinnss- Ol s lum. ks gy )
B ninmss 1t wies Wi working o
el Otarvio 2 bis S Sl s, They
n-.-m-a’wa Iu-mil'.lamb
h-m.- iy the by s
drivee: His Gither,
i et CO ol

o & fassaly af gnifione mraes”

s cph

1 wiss Bl ) b st B
Cutarie's vy ould pacvd,
Tt Lk e iiermstid ain U
(rivers Mncurmce paley Bl were -
Gerwd. The Dostws” lvyer, Adues Bliys
o Wicksr Seaith O Huurm MeCoy & Foed =
Wk Palea Brcach, dicd oo rrsguoend 30 ¢ re-

etizn.

The atiseneys abe psusied (e
Octanbon’ sree e allon B 10 acoept e
e o e S50 sl st kg

i 77500 i A
...n....um.-:..- 1 dhsa i e
Thar srmiomnt Bum Sotalad § 10,57 54100,

Octante i Now wrabe, bt hie
wih ey sk ter shids, Marsaies-
Cal il The setidtnest & aliwiey) biss bo
€ phrpdes) sy sl nese caey il
o s o & hewsei waihdreg ot sl
b it

“Tn i cnte, v e veady e vl
o T a8 T e #0T thers qichly
Martawa ol it

Cartimt obs Sempml ol oot covon

]

Boca Raton when a newly licensed 16-year-old driver crossed into the bike lane and hit || || | | | | I causing severe head

injuries.

"We had a lot of issues with the different health care providers because he was not in a position to request any medical records,"
Martinez-Cid said. "They would not provide those, even though his wife was making all the medical decisions necessary for him."

The attorneys went to probate court and won a guardianship appointment for ||| | | | JJEEEll on an emergency basis. Next,
they had to pull together medical information. There was more than one health insurance company involved, and Podhurst
Orseck had to find out what they were claiming as liens for the injured cyclist's hefty medical bills.

Martinez-Cid and Valdivia also spoke to the business partner who was working on bringing [l to his firm full time. They
also investigated the 16-year-old's family's financial situation, learning the boy was not exactly an average driver. His father,
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Sean Downes, is the chairman and CEO of Universal Insurance Holdings Inc.

The driver "was in a Mercedes SUY owned by his father,” Martinez-Cid said. "So the insurance policy, being the household's,
covered 10 vehicles. They're obviously a family of significant means."

The family had $10.3 million in auto insurance coverage. With such a potentially large claim, Martinez-Cid said, he would
normally want to spend a few months studying his case before providing information to the defense. But because the attorneys
were committed to wrapping up the case quickly, they made the unusual move of doing everything they could to help the
driver's family's lawyer and insurance companies with their due diligence.

"We set up a phone conference with his primary treating neurologist," Martinez-Cid said. "We set up phone conferences with
his business partner. We provided boxes of documents as to his medical treatment and on top of that, the court records,
obviously. ... There was definitely enough documentation and discovery that could have taken up a couple years of litigation.”

Although it was hard to be sure how [JJJJl| recovery would proceed, the settlement talks were successful and the driver's
insurance policy limits were tendered. The Downes' lawyer, Adam Rhys of Wicker Smith O'Hara McCoy & Ford in West Palm
Beach, did not respond to a request for comment by deadline.

The attorneys also persuaded the |l insurer to allow them to accept the tender of the $10.3 million without waiving their
right to claim $275,000 in underinsured motorist coverage on their own policy. The settlement then totaled $10,575,000.

I is now awake, but he struggles with memory and motor skills, Martinez-Cid said. The settlement is allowing him to do
physical therapy and home care without the stress of a lawsuit weighing on him and his wife.

"In this case, we were really interested in getting all the facts out there quickly," Martinez-Cid said.

Schwartz



